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The Guild of Intercessors is open to any FPC member who has a passion for 
intercessory prayer. Eighty-three men and women are currently members of the 
Guild. Members are dedicated to daily prayer in the privacy of their own homes for 
anyone needing God’s intervention. Guild members receive a letter of prayer requests 
each week. Urgent requests are relayed to members through e-mail delivery and a 
telephone chain. Guild committees maintain a list of cancer patients and a separate 
Armed Forces prayer list. 
 
The Guild’s sixty-fourth year included the following activities:

1. Received over 500 requests for prayer during the year.
2. Welcomed six new Guild members. 
3. Gathered for annual meeting and luncheon in May. 
4. Served at memorial service receptions for bereaved families of Guild members.
5. Participated in the annual FPC Rally Day in September. Provided information 
about the Guild, along with prayer guides and a reference list of books on prayer.
6. Provided awareness of the Guild by inserting information cards into pew racks of 
the sanctuary and the literature racks throughout the church and the Bernsen Center. 
Also supplied Guild information cards to the “Welcome Center” and for visitor 
packets. 
7. Participated in the week-long Easter Prayer Vigil.
8. Arranged for new security system on the “Quiet Room” door. 

The Guild’s “Quiet Room” is located on the church’s lower level and is available to 
all members of the congregation for personal meditation and/or intercessory prayer. 

Guild expenses are paid by contributions from members and memorial gifts. Expenses 
are about $2,000 per year for postage, supplies, photocopying and the annual meeting. 
Administrative support is provided by the church. 

The following members provided leadership for the Guild during 2009: Paula 
Peterson, Chairman; Monte Prater, Coordinator of Letter Writers, Assistant Letter 
Editor, and Coordinator of the Guild Armed Forces List; Carmelitti LeFlore, 
Treasurer; June Cease, Prayer Chain 
Coordinator; Patty Ball, Bereavement 
Coordinator; Chris Traband, Guild Cancer 
List Committee Chairman; and Mark 
Peterson, Special Projects. 

	 Respectfully submitted,
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Guild of Intercessors
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Boy Scout Troop 1

Troop 1 began planning its 100th Anniversary in 2009 and we will see several 
observance activities this year along with the 125th Anniversary of First Church. 
The Troop started in 1910 at First Christian Church but moved within the first year 
to First Presbyterian. Archive photos show the Troop has been meeting in the same 
room under the basement stairs since the current building was completed in 1926.

A new Scoutmaster began his tenure in January 2009, when (First Church) Elder Ron 
Hart became the latest in the long green line. Currently, the Troop has more than 
100 boys registered and active, and more than 60 active adults help with logistics and 
programming. 

This past year, Troop 1 went camping each month into parts of Oklahoma, Arkansas, 
Texas, Colorado, and New Mexico. We had 20 Scouts and Adults attend the 12-
day backpacking adventure at Philmont (Cimarron, New Mexico), 29 Scouts and 
Adults attended the week-long Gallinas Canyon/Hermit’s Peak backpacking trip 
(near Las Vegas, New Mexico), and another 24 Scouts and Adults attended the Rocky 
Mountain High Adventure Base (near Pueblo, Colorado). Nearly 50 Scouts and 
Adults attended Camp Hale (near Talihina, OK) for summer fun and basic training.

In service to the community, Troop 1 Eagle Scouts completed more than 10 service 
projects for schools, churches, and civic organizations, and Troop 1 Scouts provided 
the labor for this effort. Four times in 2009, Troop 1 Scouts served as “Fifth Sunday 
Ushers and Greeters” at the 11:00 worship service.

Our sons have represented First Church extremely well in 2009 and we invite all First 
Church families to visit our Troop room any time. We meet Monday night, from 7:00 
to 8:30 under the basement stairs and in Wiseman Hall.
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Camp Loughridge

Since incorporating as a not-for-profit 
organization in 1995, year after year Camp 
Loughridge continues to grow in camper 
attendance, budget, and real estate. 2009 
was a year marked with many new and 
exciting opportunities…

More summer day campers than ever! The 
camp served 1,692 campers last summer through our summer day camps, adventure 
day camps, and teen adventure programs.

More scholarships than ever! The camp extended 
scholarships to 440 campers across Summer Day 
Camp and Outdoor Classroom.

The largest budget ever! With eight (8) fulltime 
staff and two (2) fulltime volunteers, the camp has 
steadily grown in personnel to accommodate all the 
growth that has occurred in all areas. Our annual 
budget for 2009 was just over $1,000,000. 

NEW Kids to Camp Golf Tournament scholarship 
funds raiser! In May of 2009 we presented our first annual golf tournament. Over 70 
golfers participated in a golf tournament that helped send kids to Summer Camp & 
Outdoor Classroom. Through entry fees and generous corporate sponsorships, the 
golf tournament collected approximately $4000.

Our Camp Staff continues to grow! In January of 2009 we hired former Board of 
Directors member, Bill Welch, Jr. as Funds Development Director. Bill brings a deep 

history from First Presbyterian, a love of kids, 
a great mind for business, and as Pastor of West 
Tulsa Methodist Church, a love of God with a 
servant’s heart. Bill has already helped the camp 
realize tens-of-thousands of dollars in grants and 
contributions.

First Church leadership…FPC continues to 
provide a guiding force in discerning God’s 
direction for the camp. We are grateful for the 
leadership provided in 2009 by the following 
Board members from FPC: Ron Hart (Chairman), 
Ken McQueen, Carolyn Woodard, Hon. David 
Winslow, Bobby Pielsticker (Vice Chair), Bob 
Simmons, Dr. Tom Marberry, Bill Welch, Jeff 
Scott, Jane Crain (Treasurer), and Dr. Jim Miller. 
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